Giovanni Rovetta: Lauda Sion

Lauda Sion takes advantage of the virtuosic singers that were available to Rovetta at Saint Mark’s Basilica
in Venice (where he was employed as second-in-charge of music to Claudio Monteverdi). This work, from
Rovetti’s edition of Motteti Concertati (Opus 3) in 1635, is scored for tenor (or soprano), bass, and
continuo. A scanned copy of it can be accessed via the Museo internazionale e biblioteca della musica di
Bologna, BB.263:

Museo internazionale e biblioteca della musica - Catalogo Gaspari (bibliotecamusica.it)

The parts for Lauda Sion can be consulted on slides 15-16 (tenor), 118-119 (bass), and 161 (continuo).

The text is by Thomas Aquinas, who wrote Lauda Sion as a sequence (hymn) in 1264 for the feast of
Corpus Christi, to be sung between the Alleluia and the reading of the Gospel.

Notes:

Minor text changes have been made to better match the most common Latin spellings in use for this
sequence.

e Tenor, m. 12: last note halved in value to match the bass.
e Bass, m. 28, 30: “umbras” changed to “umbram”
e Continuo, m. 46: third note, D, doubled in value

Bruce Brolsma
December, 2023


http://www.bibliotecamusica.it/cmbm/viewschedatwbca.asp?path=/cmbm/images/ripro/gaspari/BB/BB263/







Lauda Sion
From Motteti Concertati, Opus 3 (1635)

Source: Museo internazionale e Giovanni Rovetta
biblioteca della musica di Transcription: Bruce Brolsma
Bologna, BB.263, [digitized version] Text: Thomas Aquinas, 1264
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